Instrument No.26 of 1996

Revocation and Determination

of

Statement of Principles
concerning

MALIGNANT NEOPLASM OF THE
RECTUM

ICD CODES: 154.0,154.1

Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986

1. The Repatriation Medicd Authority under subsection 196B(3) of the
Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986 (the Act):

(@  revokes Instrument No.365 of 1995; and
(b)  determines the following Statement of Principles.

Kind of injury, disease or death

2. (@ This Statement of Principles is about malignant neoplasm of the
rectum and death from malignant neoplasm of the rectum.

(b) For the purposes of this Statement of Principles, “ malignant
neoplasm of the rectum” means a primary maignant neoplasm of the
mucosa of the rectum, which is the dista portion of the large intestine,
extending from the rectosigmoid junction (anterior to the third sacrd
vertebra) and ending a the junction with the and cand, atracting ICD
codes 154.0 or 154.1.

Basis for determining the factors

3. On the sound medica-scientific evidence avalable, the Repatriation
Medica Authority is of the view that it is more probable than not that
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malignant neoplasm of the rectum can be related to relevant service
rendered by veterans or members of the Forces.

Factors that must be related to service

4. Subject to clause 6, at least one of the factors set out in the paragraphsin
clause 5 must be related to any relevant service rendered by the person.

Factors

5. The factors that must exist before it can be said that, on the baance of
probabilities, malignant neoplasm of the rectum or death from
malignant neoplasm of the rectum is connected with the circumstances
of aperson’'srelevant service are:

(@

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

()

(9)

(h)

()

suffering from a colorectad adenomatous polyp before the clinicd
onset of malignant neoplasm of the rectum; or

smoking cigarettes or other tobacco products, where the equiva ent
of at least 15 pack years were consumed 30 years or more before
the clinica onset of maignant neoplasm of the rectum; or

drinking a least 500 kilograms of acohol (contained within
acoholic drinks) within any 25 year period before the clinica
onset of malignant neoplasm of the rectum; or

having had an dtered dietary pattern resulting in a50% increase in
animd fa consumption and a 50% decrease in dietay fibre
consumption for a least 20 years before the clinica onset of
malignant neoplasm of the rectum; or

suffering from ulcerative colitis before the clinicd onset of
malignant neoplasm of the rectum; or

suffering from Crohn's disease before the clinicad onset of
malignant neoplasm of the rectum; or

suffering from familia polyposis coli before the clinicad onset of
malignant neoplasm of the rectum; or

undergoing a course of theragpeutic radiation involving the pelvic
region 10 years or more before the clinicd onset of maignant
neoplasm of the rectum; or

inability to obtain appropriate clinicd management for maignant
neoplasm of the rectum.
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Factors that apply only to material contribution or aggravation

6.

Paragraph 5(j) applies only to materia contribution to, or aggravation of,
malignant neoplasm of the rectum where the person’s maignant neoplasm
of the rectum was suffered or contracted before or during (but not arising
out of) the person’s relevant service; paragraph 8(1)(e), 9(1)(e) or
70(5)(d) of the Act refers.

Other definitions

7.

For the purposes of this Statement of Principles:

“a course of therapeutic radiation” means one or more fractions
(treatment portions) of thergpeutic radiation given with the am of
achieving paliaion or cure withionising radiation;

“alcohol (contained within alcoholic drinks)” is measured by the
acohol consumption cdculations utilising the Austrdian Standard of 10
grams of dcohol per standard dcoholic drink;

“animal fat” meansfat contained in or derived from:

@ beef, ved, pork, mutton or lamb or offa which may be in any form,
for example, man dish, sandwich or mixed dish; in preserved meats, ham,
frankfurters, sausages, sdami, bologna, deli meat items, lard and bacon;
and

(b)  dary products, for example: milk, cream, sour cream, sherbet or
ice milk, icecream, yogurt, cottage cheese, ricotta cheese, cream cheese,
other cheese and butter;

“Crohn's disease” means an inflanmatory disease of the digestive
system, involving the bowel wadl, characterised by the presence of
epithelioid cell granuloma, often with giant cells, atracting ICD code 555;

“dietary fibre” means that pat of food consumed, particularly in
vegetables, fruits and cereds, that resists digestion by gastrointestind
enzymes in the gastrointestina tract;

“familial polyposis coli” means agenetic disorder in which thereisthe
formation of numerous polyps in the gastro-intestind tract, atracting ICD
code 211.3;

“1CD code” means a number assigned to a particular kind of injury or
disease in the Austrdian Version of The Internationd Classification of
Diseases, 9th revision, Clinicd Modification (ICD-9-CM), effective date
of 1 July 1995, copyrighted by the Nationd Coding Centre, Faculty of
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Hedth Sciences, University of Sydney, NSW, and having ISBN 0 642
222355;

“ pack-year” means 7,300 cigarettes, or 1,460 cigars, or 7.3kg of pipe
tobacco;

“relevant service” means:

(@  eligible war service (other than operationa service); or
(b)  defence service (other than hazardous service);

“therapeutic radiation” means medicd treatment by irradiation to the
person with gammarays, x-rays, dphaparticles or beta particles;

“ulcerative colitis” means achronic recurrent inflammatory disease of
the colon, usudly limited to the mucosa and submucosa; characterised by
diffuse inflammatory cell infiltrate and crypt abscesses, atracting ICD
code of 556.

Application

8. This Instrument applies to dl matters to which section 120B of the Act
aoplied.

paedthis  Dialeenth day of ya/rw,a/»% 1996

The Common Sed of the
Repatriation Medicd Authority
was affixed to this instrument
in the presence of:

N N N N

KEN DONALD
CHAIRMAN
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